
Decon Mishaps At Fort Detrick

KRF Founder Randy White:  I just have two questions, and I’ll be quiet for the rest of the evening.  I brought them up last night, and I wasn’t really satisfied with the answer.  The Decon system…the 2 sewer systems that you have.  Have you ever.. How long have you..  2003? 

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  Seven years.

KRF Founder Randy White: Seven years.  Have you ever had any leakage out of that system?
Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  There have been mishaps over the years, and I won't deny that.  However.. 

KRF Founder Randy White: Was the public aware of that?

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  You have to understand first of all the science here is that this ethylene comes from lavatories and it is decontaminated once & possibly twice in the lavatory even before it gets to the lavatory sewer system.  

KRF Founder Randy White:  But it’s still contaminated.
Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig :  Where it goes to a poker…

KRF Founder Randy White:  I understand the whole process.  

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  Let's just say potentially contaminated.  But after one or two treatment processes, it is probably innocuous. Yes, there have been some mishaps. And I will not mislead you on that.
KRF Founder Randy White:  Why didn't someone answer that last night when I asked?

Fort Detrick Spokesperson:  There was a lot of questions last night.

KRF Founder Randy White:  I know, but I asked u last night.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  I don't think you specifically looked at me and asked that question.

KRF Founder Randy White:  Okay, but you knew the answer.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  I knew the answer.

KRF Founder Randy White:  But you didn't want to answer it?

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig: There was a lot of questions last night.

KRF Founder Randy White:  Ok, so the answer is yes.  And from my understanding a couple of those people were put into quarantine that actually…

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  Now,  that's information that  I don’t have.  I appreciate you sharing that.

KRF Founder Randy White:  Well, I have a lot of friends that work at Fort Detrick.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  That’s information I did not have.

Burial Contents Discovered

KRF Scientist John Bee:  I just have one request.  Umm, in your research over the next couple of weeks if you can talk to the people that developed whatever they developed.  I don’t need to know necessarily although I’d like to, but you know dioxin is one.   And it’s one that’s been recognized in the public sphere.  Umm, I don’t know what else was you know dreamed up.  But if we’re going to get a proper list analyzed to look for now we’re.. now we’re getting serious somebody whose involved in this investigation needs to know the full list and you don’t even have to explain why or whatever.  But the point is that list needs to be exhausted because if there’s something out there that’s as bad as dioxin, the public really needs some protection.  Okay?  Secondly, there’s this Clover Hill.  And I have heard a lot of information that there’s stuff buried on the inside of that fence line.  And if there is, you probably know that there's individual wells along there… umm… you know things like geophysical surveys, things like metal surveys, umm things like look at aerial photographs stuff like that.  I’m going to be looking at aerial photographs to see if there is anything that I can find just as I looked at Area B and I'll share them with you.

Fort Detrick Attorney Gary Zolyak:  And I appreciate it if you would.

KRF Scientist John Bee:  Yeah.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  Just so you don’t waste time in the wrong part of the post, the only known burial area that we have in AREA A is right by our main gate on the opposite side of the post…

KRF Scientist John Bee:  Okay.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  in Clover Hill.  And there was no requirement to close that with a cap.  The State closed that site out probably in the early '90s.  There was no further action..

KRF Attorney Chris Nidel:  Do you know what's buried in there?

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  Ummmmm, well, I’ll tell you what I saw.  When they built the commissary , hey actually removed probably the bulk of that and hauled it away to a permanent landfill.  I saw bricks, I saw asbestos, I saw one big bone... A very big bone.  That’s what I saw with my eyes.

KRF Attorney Chris Nidel:  Was that the pitbull’s bone?

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  That is the only site where I knew where..

KRF Spokesperson Rachel Pisani:  I had no idea.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  of a burial, and there’s exactly some residuals.  There are some (inaudible) left.

The Vault And Anthrax Hotel At Fort Detrick

Excerpt From Full Recording

KRF Scientist John Bee:  In the past was there a vault excavated and people got injured from excavating that vault?  Okay.. Okay.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  Can you help us with the year?  I mean…

KRF Scientist John Bee:  No, umm I can.. But I guess I’m interested in if you know of anything.  I’ll certainly share with you what I can.  Umm, but I’m just saying umm, what I do know is somebody at least a couple people were injured excavating that vault from some sort of chemical agent.. some sort of active ingredient in that vault.  

Fort Detrick Attorney Gary Zolyak:  If you can share whatever you feel comfortable with.

KRF Scientist John Bee:  Now the other thing is there’s a shuttered building in Fort Detrick that’s been referred to that is basically quarantined is that the case?

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  Are you referring to the Anthrax Hotel?

KRF Scientist John Bee:  Maybe so.

Fort Detrick Spokesperson:  What used to be known as..

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  What used to be known as the Anthrax Hotel?  This was the home of offensive bio warfare.. 

KRF Spokesperson Rachel Pisani:  Right.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  research department in 1969.  There was one building called the Hylec Building.  Other people called it the Anthrax Hotel.  It was 3 or 4 stories tall and they.. batches of anthrax were.. what’s the right word.. umm.. cultured there.  They were cultured and there were releases inside of that building and they shuttered that building and it was shuttered for decades.  That building came as one of the first things that’s on Army land.  There’s a little subtlety here.  Make sure you understand.  There’s a 69-acre on clay inside of Fort Detrick that’s The National Cancer Institute that is not Army land.  It just happens to be sitting within our fence.  But the Anthrax Hotel was demolished I’m going to say 2004ish. 

Fort Detrick Spokesperson:  Actually demolished is a..disassembled is more appropriate.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig: Disassembled.  I mean they, they did this spraying with water to make sure because it was Anthrax 

KRF Spokesperson Rachel Pisani:  Right.  Right.  Right.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig: and they kept it wet and it was disposed of to uh..

KRF Scientist John Bee :  They didn’t spray it in bleach?  I thought they would spray it in bleach or something.

Fort Detrick Environmental Scientist Bob Craig:  They, they, they.. They used bleach.. The way the story goes - and this was all before my time - but they did use bleach repeatedly during the decommissioning process.  But in the demolition process they used water to keep dust parting.  Now, that’s something I.. The National Cancer Institute disposed of it.  I couldn’t tell you.. I don’t want to lie to you and tell you I know where it went because I don’t.  

KRF Attorney Chris Nidel:  Well, luckily we haven’t found anybody with Anthrax.

KRF Founder Randy White:  There you have it.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                 

(The meeting was concluded and everyone planned to meet again in two weeks from this date.)

